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As those who, on some lonelv- mountain helgl.t.
Matching through all the weary hours of night.
Await the pale rose of the morning light.

1 walt for thee.

A« one who. wnklrieg on n bed of pam.
And helpless in hi- ugony. ls fain
To walt (te BWeel return of «l<-ep again.

I wait for th»e.

As be who. |n some vast culiedral. dim
With ihadowi, -Heat waits, on I.ended limb,
Thc BIBStC Of the i>n hai'isll llVlt.ll,

I wnlt for thee.

As deaf men crave for song, and blind for sight.
As wearv sons of toll lone for 'lie night.
And as the fettered s|>irlt longs tar dight.

1 long fnr thee.
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CHAPTER I
The ri-lition of two j.te|isistcr« ls unusual

When the Honorable Mrs. <'arbon cnni" to Home

twentv years ago, a young widow and the mother
of a little '.-irl nanied Laura, -*iio dil not ton-see

the complications which her second inarria<:e wjs

to prod nc** She was a good woman in lier wa v.

and If she hud guessed what lt WOttM mean to

bo the rtopmother of Adele llraeno she might
have hesitated lx>fore marrying < 'rtm tl lo of that

name, commonly known us the Prince of German
For the Prince had also bren marriod before, and

his first wife kai l"ft lum this erie child, Adele,
who wag onlv a jew and a half elder than little
laura Carlyon. No children arete born to tho

Gernno couple, and Bn two eilis were brought
up together as though they WW* si«for.i The
Prince and Prioress were deeply afteehed to each
other and to thom both, so that for iiinnv yearn

("nea (ierano was justly looked upon as a model
household

Mrs Carlyon was very pour winn she raine to

Home Her husband had been a cureless... good-
honored, and rattier reckless younger son. and
when le* broke his neck in coming down the tiros*

.fHockner he left his widow about as much M men

of his st'inp generally leave to their fjiiiiluw. to

wit, a fearful and wonderful confusion of unpaid
debts and a considerable number of promisee to

pay money Mgnefl by persons wliose promises were

not of much consequence, evpn when clearly set

down on paper, lt seems to lie a peculiarity of

poor and good-nutured men that they will lend
whatever money they have to impecunious frien ls

in distreis rather than use i* lor the paying of

the Just delila they owe their tailors.
flerano was rich It decs not by any means

follow flint Mrs. Carlyon married him lor hi-
money, though she could not have married him

without it She fell in love with him. He, on

his part, bavin? made a marriage of i.itcreel when
he took his lirst wife, and havin-r led bjf no

moans a very peaceful existence with the deceased
Princess, consider"d that he bail earne.| th" righi
to please himself, and accordim/lv di I so. More¬

over, Mrs. Carlyon "was a Catholic, which siti'.'ii-

larly facilitated matters in the eyes of Geran >'s

numerous relations .lack Carlyon hal been of the

Church of langland: and though anything but a

practising believer, if he believed in anything at

all, he had nevertheless absilutely insisted ihut

his daughter should be brought up in his own

creed. On this ono point he had cUaplayeJ all
the tenacity he possessed, mid the supply then

Boomed to lie exhausted so far as other mattera

were concerned. His" wife was a very con¬

scientious woman, altogether superior te him in

character, and rho continued to Ifspwl his wi-hes,

even after his d("ath. Laura, elie said, ahoul
choose for herself when she was old enough. In

the menu time she should go to the English Cluireh.
The conse<inonce was that the little girl had an

English nurse and afterward an English gov-
erness, while Adele was taken care of and taught

by Catholics. I'nder These circumstances, anil no

the stepsisters were not related by blood nor oven

by race, it is not strange that Ihey should iiave

grown up to be as difloront as possible, while

living under the same roof and calling the bmbm

person* father and mother.
The i|iiestion of religion alone could eutainly

not ha\e brought about the events here to be
Chronicled, and it may be as areli to say at on"e>

thnt this history is not in the least eon-Mraed
with maft-rs of faith, creed, or dogma, which
are better left to those faed men whose business
it is to understand them. The main and strik¬
ing points of contrast were theae. Adele was

barely more than pretty. T«mr:i waa all but

beautiful Adele was a great heiress, and Laura
had nothing or next to nothing to expect at her
mother's death Adele was lui.-k-witte 1, lively.
niven to exaggeration in her talk, and not very

scrupulous as to "ijuestions of l.a-t. Laura was

slow to decide, but teniieiotis of her decisions, and,
ob the whole, very truthlul.

In appearance, so far as geseralitieB were con.

cerned, the contrast between the two girls wae

less marked. Doth were ol th.* dink type, but

Laura's complexion was paler than Alleles and
her hair xxm blacker, as well as thicker .md mote

glossy. Laura's eyes wrre large, very deep sot

and dark. There was something strange in their
look, something quite unusual, and which mie^ht
almost bo (ulled holy, if that were not too strong
a word to use in connection with a woman of the
world. Spicca. the melancholy duellist, who was

Still alive at that tiirio, used to say that no one

could possibly be gg food as Laura Carlyon
looked; a remark which showed that lu was

acquainted with the sayings of u great English
wit. and was not above making use of them

Probably geake part of the (;f|e.-t produced hy
Laura's eyes was due le the evenly perfect white*
ness of her skin and the straight ld.uk brows
which divided them fi um thc broad, low forehead,
For her hair grow low, ujhI she wore it in .i simple
fashion without the abundance ot little curls,
which even then were considered aluio-st essential

to woman's beauty. lier pallor, too, was quito
natural, for she had a good constitution and hud
rarely oven had a headache. In ligure she was

well proportioner!, of average height anl rath.-r
Btrongly made, with largo, Tirm, well-shaped hands.
On the whole, a grateful girl, but not In that

way remarkable anione others ol her own age,
In her faee, and altogether in her pteaont***, the

chief attraction lay in the look of her eyes, which
made one forget t-o notice the wei I-din*" ld nose

a little short perhaps.the really beautiful mouth.
and the perfect teeth. The chin, too. was broad
and firm.to i firm, Mime might have said, for one

Bo young Considering all these fucts together.
most p<y>p|o agreed that Laura was not far from

being a greut beauty
¦ Adele w-as somewhat shorter than her step-
sister. and more inclined to be stout, lier black

eyes were set more together, and her eyebrow*
aim 'st mot. while her lustreless hair eurled nat¬

urally in a profusion of tinv nugi.-ts upon her
forehead The small tine nose reminded one of

a ferret, and the white teeth looked sharp and

pointed when thc somewhat thin lips parted aud
showed them; but she was undoubtedly pretty,
and something more than pretty Her face had
eolor and animation, she carne-! her small head
well,, and her gestures were graceful and easy
She waa iluent, too, in conversation, and ready at

all times with a quick answer Any oue could
see. In spite of her plump figure, that she was of
a vevy nervous constitution, restless, unsettled,
and easily moved, capable of considerable deter¬
mination when really affected Sh* never under
stood Laura, nor did Laura really understand
her.

In the natural course of events, social and
domestic, it became necessary to choose a hue-band
for Adele so soon as she made her lirst appearance
in society At that time Laura was not yet
¦seventeen. Gerano had already looked about him
and bad made up his mind He was a little
dark-eyed tnan. gray, thin and nervous, but gifted
with an unusually agreeable manner, a pleasant
tone of voiee. a frank glance, and an extremely
upright cbsracier.a man much liked in the world
.lad a good deal respected.
He had determined that if possible his daughter

ahould marry Ooo Francesco Savelll. a worthy
yeuug peiaou, Ula lather's dUvat sou, heir to a

pood estate and a still better name, and alto¬

gether a most desirable husband from ali points
of view. Gerano met with no serious difficulty
in bringing ahnut what be wished, and in due

tini" Don Fnncesso wa« afllaoeed t-. Donna Adele,
ano was privileged to villi a* tho P.ilarro Ilraco.o

almost as often as he pleased He thus saw

Laura Carlyon often, and he very naturally fell
in love with her Ho had no particular melina
tion tu m.irrv D"nr,a Adele, li.it obeyed hi* father
blindly, as a matter of coins-, Just as Adele obeyed
Gertno That is a part of tin- Roman eyetea
Laura, however, did r.ot fall In love with Tja--
ces"o She wae |H*rha|)s toe young yet. r.r iT ls

quite peaaible thnt Francesco wns loo dull nr.'l cn

Intereeting a personage In ber vyee Bot Adels
saw Ibree things, and was v.-rv angry when «'ie

was ^iiite sure thai her ftitare husband weald
have stoutly preferred te marry i"-r stepsister
she may be p.ir'c'nc'l lor having Ireon Jealous.
for the situation wai hardly bearable

Francesco did not, Indeed, make love to Lauri

E'en had lie liecn rash enough bir that, h.- was

in reality ten much a gentleman at henri lo nave

done such a thing He knew very well that Im
was t.i marrv Adele, whether he (ansi foi her or

not. and ho behaved with great propriety and

with not a little philosophy Th" virtue of

resignation had been carefully developed in him

from his childhood, and Fruneeaeo'i pirenfs now

reaped their reward: he would not have thoutrfllt
of opposing them by word or il.-cd.

Kilt he could not hide what h.- f.-lf. Like many

good young men. he was sensitive, and if he
alternately blushed and turned pale when Laura
spoke to him it was not his fault. His lather

alni mother could assuredly nit expect lulu to

control the circulation of his blood when ii chose
to rise above the line of his collar/or seemed to

sink to the level ol his boots. Adele was. how.

ever, at first v.-ry angry, and tle'ii very jealous.
and at last hated h.r .stepsister with all lur

heart, as yoong women can hut.- under circuni-

stances of great provocation
Meanwhile, Lanie remained calmly nu oneoious

of all that was happening Franeerco Savelji's
outward and worldly advantages did not appeal
to h.r in the least. The fact that he wi- f:iir

had no Interest for her any tiu'rr>- than ihe la ;

that th" oil Prince "f (.cliino Was d.llll. Sh'-

talked tu the young mun .1 little, when tbe con¬

versation WW general, inst as she talked to every

one else, when she had anything IO say. bc n:

she was not naturally shy. Hut she never at-

tempted io manufacture remarks when nothing
(ann- to her lips, becauae she was not yet c died
Upon to do Kl. Nor was her silence, by .my means

gobion, si fur as Savelli wis concerned. When
she was not s)S'al;in.' t.i him, she tooh 110 notice
of him. His hair might bc ns yellow .'is mustard
and his reyes aa blue :is periwinkle's, us his a |.

mirers sa ii I: she did no: care. l! possible, A I .!>.

hated her even more for caring sii litile.
Iii due tim" Francesco Savelli married AdeJe

Braeclo and looh her to live under his father's
roof. After tin- great event peace .ls 'ul ¦.! on ...

more upon the household fer 1 tim.- aud Lauri
Carlyon saw much les* of h.-r adorer. Nt. la-

deed, that there hud leen anv open c nhl t

.between the stepsisters, nor .even a declaration
ol war. laura had ntn ibnt'-d Adele's coldness
to her excitement about Hie marriage, natur il

enon.h under tho circumstances, :'.".<l hail nol hen

hurt by it. while A-.h-le had carefully is-pt her

jealousy to luTS'lf: but when the two iii .: after¬

ward. Laura felt that die was Immeasurably lar

removed from anything like intimacy 01 real
fri-'ndship with Ihe bride, and sh" wu- »urpri*ed
lhat Franeceeo ahould pay so much attention le

hiTs-lf.
The young couple Mme 1 ¦ the Palara 1 Braeebi

at regular intervals, and .it all tlteee tamil*.

gatheringfl Savelli spent his lime in miklni cm

venation lor Laura. He waa a very worthy youni
man. as Ins Ix-mi said, and his lalftits w ve ii"t

if the highest order, bul lie did las u-st. and

succeeded nt leas' in making [.aura think him

passably agreeable, she was willili: f hear hi'ii

talk, and Adele noted the fact. Winn sin" drove
hon.e from ln-r luther's hons., with her husband,
he was generally al mtraere I an 1 Rave raiwl'itn

inawera te her i|ueationa or observations. At the
end of a year it was clear thal h<- still loved
laura in a hopeless, helpless, se*itimental fashion
of his own, and Allele hated her more than
A second '.ear anl a third went by, and I mra

had been some tune iii society; st |j tl.e .situation

remained unchanged. The world said thal the

young Savellie were 1 very happy couple, bul it

always looked at Laui-.i Cirlv.'ii with RU '"i'i

expression, as Ibough i' knew Bomethins strange
about ln-r: somethini nol quite right, which it

was willing to tohiati' for the sake nf th. am isp-

ment to !>¦. 2ot by watching her. The world ls
the generic appellation nf all 1 1 . -" who -. 1 down
to the sea i.f society in long ur,-.vhs or while ti'--*.

and live and move and have fh"ir liein; there n

Other pe.ipi.- do nol count, even when they are

quite bad, although they may hav.. v.-rv hig names

and a great deal ol money. Thc world, tln-r.-

f( re, wagged Ita bead and enid tlmt Linn Carlyon
was in love with hot brother in-law. or. lo he

quite accurate, with ln-r stecpbrother-in-law, be¬
cause she was dark and his hair waa so ex© edin -!-¦

yellow. Th.- world alan went en Iii say lhat
Donna Adele liohavcl very kindly abotll it. and

that it was so good ol Francesco Savelli t.i talk

to Laura just as if there were nothing wrong;

for, it wlded, il lie were to avoid h--r. tli-i . wo il l

certainly 1"- ,.'"S"iip before lontj, Xo one who d ies

not live in society need attempt lo follow this

sequence of ideas. A- usual, to-, iHilio-ly took

tho least trouble te find oul Hie origin "I Hie
story, but even 'ody was quite BUre (il bavin ;

heard it at lirst hand from tile eoe person who
knew.

1 he Prineeaa of Genna look l.-r ilaughter
everywhere. She had conscientiously done her
linty toward Adele, ami was ail.r.-ly fond of her
besides; liLit she loved Lauri almost as nindi as

the good mother In the story-book loves ln-r only
child when the latter has (ione something par¬
ticularly iliagraeefnl. she was at Hrs! annoyed
and then made acriously anxious by thc young
girl's total failure In society, Irom the aocial
point of view. Laura waa bea itiful, good an l

aconii'luh.'J. Fgly, spiteful, aniTetupid girls suc-

cceded better than sh... though sm.1 Hiern bad
no better prnejiect of a dowry. The unod hi iv

Bought in vam the canoe ol the trouble, bul fails
to Ind it out Had she been binn iu Rome, abe
would doubtless have had many kimi friendl 1»

help her in the solution of Hie difficulty, But
though sin- bore a Roman nome, and bad adopted
Reman ouatoma and had led a Roman life for

nearly twenty Veals, sin- waa t,;. |Jy looked upon
¦is a foreigner, and her ilaughter was treated iii

the smile way, though she, al leant, apoke the
language as her own. Moreover, the .-irl wis

not a Catholic, and that was au additional di»-
advantagg where matrimony was concerned. It
bees 111" evident to the l'ritjross lhat si." was HOI
likely to lind a husband tor ln-r daughter.cer¬
tainly not aueh a husband as she had dreamed
that Illira might love, and who was to love her
and niHke her happy

It must uni be supposed tint Gerano htauwll
would have been Indifferent 11 ha hud known tin-
real fa-efs of the case. Bul he did not Like
many elderly Roanna he bardi] ever went into
society and took very little Interest la its doinga
He was very much concerned with the adminis¬
tration of his fortune, and for nts own daughter'a
welfare In her new surrounding! He ."-runt a

food deal of time at his club, and was often in

the eountry, even m the height of ti,., aaaaon
Ho supposed that no one asked for Lana's hand
because she wns dowerleea, and he waa Mii'cielv
sorry for it; but it did bot enter his mind to pro¬
vide her with a suitable portion out of his
abundance. Ha was too conscientious for tint
What ho had inherited from his lather must to
down intact to his child and te lier children-.-.
son bad already been born to the JTOttng .Savellis.
and to divide the propel ly, or to luke from it
anytliing like a fortune for Laura, would be
little short of actual robbery 111 the eves of a

liraccio.
Laura herself wns perhaps less (ilst,irlied by

tho coldness she encountered than her mother wa*
for ber wku. She bad a ccrta-eU conu-mpt for

young girls of her ase and younger, whore s le

idea was to be married as soon as possible and

with th" ere-jtret advantage to theagelvM she

was not very vain and did not ex|*ect areal

admiration on the one hand, nor anv particular
ds«;ike on the ether Her character, too, waa ene

tha: m.st develop »low:y, if it were ever to

strati] i's mature growfh She doubtleM had
inon.er.'e o' annoyance and even rf ')epr'*sson
for few veurr gula, and certainly no wuti.en. tte

wholly i.r.cor.scio'ic ef neglect in society But

although me was naturally icalined to melancholy,
as her *y.*s clearly ¦hewed, sse waa r.'.t by r. it rr*

morbid, snd ses ured ly t.ot more than BTJfclly
Imat'.ngtive
TM result of all t.v.s was. thal ike bera bet'

.elf with considerable (i:,::.:'v la the world, was

generally brllfVed 'n be < . '.''." t.-.»n she was, and

w-iA to b« leen more of-Vn dan-sing or talking
with the feretgneri a* part:<s than wtth the

Romona
"Win, is that. Ghbderlf «*k'-.l Lord Herbert

Arden of ins old friend, ene evening e.irlv in thc

season, as he caught right of Leura fur the lirst

tillie
' An English Roman girl,* anawered the Italian

"Ihe dnughter "f the PrineeM of deraiio by her

lirst mareiage.MTss Carlyon.*
Lord Horberl had not be.-n in Home fer three

nr four years, and was. mi-rcover. bv Bo means

acquainted with all Roman society.
"Will you introduce ni"'-''' he Baked, looking

np at Ghislerl.
(.hi«len led him across the room, Introduced him

and lett tlc two together, he being nt that lime

verv particularly engaged in another |ii:titor.
Hie coiitrast between the two mei-, was very

strotis. [...rd Herbert Arden x'-.m almost, if not

quite, a cripple, the victim in his inf ney of a

.ervine...w'turin's eareleaanese. Ihe nurse had l°t

him lal!, had concealed the accident as loni st

she coull, and Hie boy bad grown ur nuaehapen
nnd feeble. Ill despite of tills. hii\'.e\ IT, ll'" Wis

eminently a man at whom .-verv ene looked twice

No in- who had .-cen him could ever forget the

extreme nobility uni delicacy of Ins pah* fan

I.,-.h feature completed and gave dignity to the

next.the It-road, lu-hiv modelled lorehead. Hw

prominent brow, the hollows at tb-" temples, tin-

l.*nr, steady brown eye*, the aquiline none and

sensitive nostrils, th.- mlm, straight mouth, ami

iln- hun. clearly cu! chin.all wer" In harmony.
Vmi vt in nil thc crowd that thronged th- ::r."t

lirawing-roinw there waa Imrdly a man wltb
who'n th.- yoang Englishman woull not hive

exchange.I face and Bgun, if only le- ml-rhl stand

nt th" li.-i -ht of other men, straight and squire,
and be fr.-- prover Irma the halting "ait which
.nude life iu the world s. hard for him. Ile was

very human, and made no greet pretence of

i si -ii'iti'.n. nor in-lred of anv other virtue.
Pi.-tr iilii-i.-n was n very iHdenti personate

\ .-;it. perhaps, in p 'int "f hnmanitv He hu

spi-n ami .-nieyed much, if in- hid suffered mueli
i!-o. aii'i his face b.,i,' the tra'.- of pasi pleasure
ni oi i st inn, t linn -li h.- wn- not more thin

tuc -anil-thirty yean nf age lt x\:tA g stron7

lil'-'", tee... ar..I ll el Withe Ut sl'jlls e,f ),l| |,"| ,r il

r, -11 i.- -1 .. > ani resetIution. Tlc keen blue eynt

had thi' tin!. ,i Bxin themselves in ponvers-i-

ti'ui whieh belongs t" romtotlv? temperaments
\t other limes they wet*e aad in expnaat'jn, and
e-fi.-n wnre ri weat) looV Uhlsleri's "nwpier,inn
miali! also ha .. I. called weateher-b-»B*en: for

frequent end lons exposure lo sun and weatbei
had permanently «h.ur. cl its uri-xinal col rm

which had b en ilr*el ledly fur. Tn a Sop! tl-

simple stj 1 . of his pa-wpcrt, he niishl le« I- nb. d

:i* six feet high, eye* blue, hair ami rn ia*ae!ie

brown, ii--- l.ir.'". mouth nftrmnl. chit prom neni

ill fret. ..ii'-V. h.it liotiV-. p-i; tl'-ul'ir Kimi, .1 SCH Ol

the left temple Mk" his uld Men I.'il 11 s» -rt.

he w:i-i oi.f the dozen men who always atti ei

attention i-i i crrwdcl roeein. Hut .>f all th -.

...l,,i lookeil it hun. hating kn-*wn hun loni very

f.w understood hi- ebaraetei In the least, anl

all would have i.i \>-r mueh surpr ... I il th-v

.. uti hat ¦¦ i teased his tl nights, .-i-.- 'lally n th it

particular evening when Ire in* ¦ ->l .<.l Vrden t

Mis, I'lrlvoll As for the rest, he was Bl elf Iii
til., wort.I. Iii-, own ir .ft.-r. tl..- Ii«t ..f ri li- pi

family thal hail refused t-. bear a lille u:.-n

tjt'.s meeit smnethln'i ami had met t.i an)
r.'i.-'n for cbanaini its mimi In th.rse
tl.I f..-ll i'.-utrii ie II" h ii sin i'| f .it'll:.'.

sufiie i"-it for His wants and i castle son.where,

c. ii-ii|.-i-ibl\ ih-- wu l rt w ii an 1 w"ir

.I raniNit danee, you -¦¦¦." said -irden s*itlna

himself beside Lcm. "and 1 am afraid lhat I

am nol ven lirillianl in conversation. Are yo:i
:i vi rv ... "I nat ured is non

''

Imr i turne i bei sa l eyes upon i"i nen

io nut ur.", and immediately fell .1 1 !ir. 11 <¦!

s\'tnp.-ith\ ¦'.u lum. and "f uit-'i wt In bis nn ii

able face
\o one .-v. r told nie," <!i" answered "Un

\. ii think j u could Hnd out '. I would Mk.- t

know."
"What form of sm .I,, v.. i in .st iilT.-t''' asked

Arilen with ¦ smile" "lie \.u mon often do the
ihln.'M you ought ii T to ihe. .r Ao you leave un.

(lune the thin-."* which Vol Illl gilt li de'

"'il,, i leave Ihe ';o.,e| things undone, el eourar!'
answered l.iuia. " I suppose everybody doea, .i- i

rule "

" Non m.. il"^ie|ciilv good-natured, particularly
so in making that last remark. I Bin leas afraid
eef you limn I «raa when I s.it down *

Ihe young -'ll looh.-'l al lim .!'.'.lin. Ids rmi-

venation was fur not like that of the English-
m.-I- she had known hllherto.
¦Wen yon afraid "i me?" she naked, amiling

i iiui-.
"A little, I confess." ,

'Why, and it you were, why did you make Sig.
ni Uhisleri introdin n you lo me
"li'nu-' m.ie.,dy lTke« to own ti being afraid.

r.i--ii|.-s. Uhisleri i- .1 ..iv old frir"u.| of mine, and

I eau trust lum no! t" lea I me into danger
'Have \'"'i known him long?" asked Laura.

I have "ifn wondered what he la really like.
I mean his character, yog know, and what be
thinks about."

"Ile thinks a great deal. II'-is one of the mist

complicated characters I ever knew, anl I ssa nol
at all sure that I understand him yet, though wo

hav.- known each ether t-n yean He is a

po(si fri.-nd and .1 rather Indifferent enemy, I
should -:iv. His thiel apparent peculiarity is tlmt
he hates gossip. You will not Had it cany lo _'.-t

from him .1 di«greeable remark about any ono

Vet he is not good-natured."
"Perhaps he js afraid toeiv what he thinks."

Buageeted the young yiri.
"I doubt that." answend Arlen, with 1 emile.

"lb- baa not a particularly an...-li reputation, I

believe, but 1 never beard any one any th.it h.-
was timid ""

"As V..11 pretend lo b,-.'' added Luna. "ii,,

you know yon have not answered ruy queatlon '

Why wen yon afraid ol rae, if you nelly wen '"

Lord Herbert answered one t|u<estion by another,
and ethe convereation oootlnued pleasantly enough
lt was a nlief to him t.. lind h yoong and beauti¬
ful girl ol Ins own nationality In aurroundlnga
With whieh neither be nor she was really in
sympathy In the coune of hall an hour they
both fell a* though they had known one another
a long tune Th" admiration Arden h,id felt f..r
Laura .it lirst eight had considerably increased.
and she on ber side had half forgotten that be "And

a cripple Ind.ed, when be was neted, bis d-e-
formitles w.-r- far less notleeablo thar, when h«

stood or painfully moved about from place le

place.
The two talked of n variety el subject*. i).,t,

with the exception el the few words apolten al eui
Ghislerl, there era* no uior» nference tr, person,
gillies fur a long tune

"I am keeping you away from the tlar.cinjr."
Arden said at last, as |.. reali/i-d that the room

was almost empty and that he had been absorb,
lag the beautiful Mis. .Gariyen'e attentieon longer
than might be pleasant to her ,

" Not at nil." answered Laura " 1 Ra not danee
much.'
"Why ¦.(? Da you not like dancing?" lie

aeke-l the f,iiestinii |q a tone of surprise
."l)n the contrary That I am not taken mit

very often-per ha ps because they think mo a for¬
eigner. U ls na tin ul enough..
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"' Very unnatural, it s>>ems eta rn". iVosido*, I

believe you nr.- exaggerating, s> as not ie make
me leel aaoomforiable. It is iif n,-^ use, you know:
I nm nut Bt Bil sensitive. Shall we fi info the
ballroom ?"
"Nu: I would rather not just yet."
'Shiill I go und get Ghislerl to uko you back?"

in<]u.1 Ard. n, with a little .smile.
"Why.'-'
"ileeanee I might make you look ridiculous."

answered the cripple, quietly.
Ile watched her, and tau ¦ iniek, pain.-1 lend

pass nvii her line It was at that pirti-uhr
moment thal he began lo love lier, as he alter

ward remembered, sim turned her eyes upon him
as she answer**! alter a moment's heaitatlun.
'Lord Herbert, arlll you piesse never say any

thing like thai lo nie ii jain'.'"
* Certainly not, if it nib inls you."
"If doea ii"l iitTeiid nie I do not me.in that."
-Whit then.' Please tell stn. I am nm at nil

sensitivse'!,SH l\ I".

"It puns in-.. I ih, not like to fancy thal any

(me ran think such things of me, much less ."

she st i|)|-,.,i (.hort and looked down, slowly openin
and shutting her fan.
"Much Una?*
I.aur.i (welland for mme seconds, aa though

choosing her words with mon than "i liiiuy can

\iur h less mic whom it might pain to think
them, ' she mini at Inst,
The smile thal had beea on Arden's fan faded

away in the' alienee lhat followed, and ins lips
moved ;i little as though he -1 t some kind of

(.motion, while his large thin hauls closed ngh'ly
Upon his m I'ii.i -d Lu.-.'.

Have I sud te... much .' she I iked, i ul 1 illy
breaking lite lon \ pau* -.

"iii nol quite enough, pet haps," he ai sweted in
u low voice.

Ai-.un ihey were i.etn silent, snd their both

wondered lowirdl.i thar In I--- llian an hour's a

aintance liney -h..nhl have reached Boniefhing
like a .1 isl-.. ,\t lii-t Laura ruse slowly and le-

lib'-iaii-l-, intending lo give her companion time
t.. gi t to his fret.

Will \ mi give m. rom atm '' si.id a h--n

h s'.., beside hei " I want t" Intra hu ¦. rou to

my rn-.t Ii--r
Arden bent lu- bead and lc! I up hi- righi inti

feer ln-r hand Ile was om ni'l ublj shorter ll n

uhr ih.-n th.-, walked away tomther, sh- en I

and eney lu l'"r girliali mit, I'-- weak kneed aad
awkward, teeming lo unjoinf hull lils lu | il

ever*,-! painful step, helping Lim-di alo.ia at lier
aide a Uh Ih stleh lr h- ld i-i lils free h rn

..: ,- .is it- co .pie. ibe we: ld s ,| 1, .,- tii.'V

went bj
¦. \l\ rantin i'- ii un.- is «, ra no, Plin < "f

'..i'u.., s.ni i.nu i. i., w i\ ai explanation, as

ili.-v in ¦. u ir Iii ri si ht ol bet.
\ii.| i- your father.I mean, i« I'm. .- Geram

lit in ..-l.-el \rel.-n. Ile lia al noel forgotten
ber nmi'' snd Ic-r nations!!!) in tiie mt.-ii'st lie
felt :-i 1.. i--if

\. but le rat.-!;. Riies Int iety 1 am

¦.¦iv fond "i him,' she added, seareel? kuowlmi
whi M.tl.-i." sh said, as they came up tu

ihe I'i, --. I. il Uer! .-. I tl
'll,. Pru eniled an 1»- l-l it liei Lan I. Al

iL.it mom *nt Pietro iiliish-rl rome up. Ile li n.'t

ll. ell S. ¦. s|'|. .¦ |,,. !,;|1 -IT |. Hil.. .,:.! Vt" "Tl fO-

gethci I \ a dm I.-n' -. louht I .¦- ¦. tlc- < mt' .

I.-ll Anni ha ; disappe '.'. I il .'.'"i ii tiie .-¦ me

time; hi. limi probably xone li1 me, i - sliv wa* not
ce 'i attain In llie ballroom fltaf evnnlng. Hut the

'...I 'i ii it- unrii-e i--n .¦ knew thal fh--i w*s a

certain I., "id .ir li"\..ue| He sappi*! r. iva, when
couples who did not ran le dann were lett in

mperstive peaee foi I long lime. Hie world
-nulli l.:r.e'."11 with |et'..-i'i-i c.,- ii'-iti..:! iii the
small sui in which lihislerl and the lovely ''cu¬

te-- invariably spent an hour when Ihey mel
in th.rt parti ul r hons..

Will yon i-i-." in-- turn, Miss ai Iv ni isk* I

Ghislerl, aa \r-l--n lungan to talk with Ihe Prim .-.

"Veres" lana was noHr fond "f a certain
uni.mit of dancing when .i good partner pr.-.-ut- l

himself.
"What ila \.-i think ef my friend '" iu«|iiireil

1 ictree. as th"\ iiiiimiI uway li :.¦! h--r.
"I li!;-- Lim very much. Il- interests me."
" Then you nu-ht i. be grateful !.> pto t"i Iwing.

in; hun lo \ ii
" |le> yuri .'\|ie f gritit lld'* in I balli "illl ""

I mia Lui lied a little, in ic ii. pleasant aiitinpi-
ti.ui of tiie walt/ than at what sile sui
"A little more than In the averaoe asylum for

tbe aged anl min m. which ra ml people c,t|| home,"
returned 'ihi*Lui, canlessly,
"You have no home. IfoM C.IU \"i| talk ab mt

lt iii that way ?"
.. For Ibe aake of talking; aimil we dance ka-

stead '.'

\ moment bier they were n, tbe thick of the

crowd.
"lhere ar-, ti,,, many people: picone til.'* me

brick.'' said Laura, after one tum

"Will vim .'..mo and falk in Ihe conservatory?"
asked (ihishri is thev reached Ihe demi.

.. x>i-. I wonld rather tu I "

"Yon were talking i long lime with Anion. I
saw you ."in.- mit of tin- drawing-room together
Why will vmi imf sit five minutes with me?"

" Lord Herbert is diffennt," s.u I.aur i, f)iit<>tly.
"He i- an Rngliahman, and I gm Bnglieh.

.uh is that the nason ?"
Ile M h.-r bark and left her with ln-r iii ither

Arden wns still then.

< ll.\ITI-;i: If.

In spi:,. nf Ins nun declarations ta the con¬

trary, Lord Herbert Arden ivis a very sensitive
man When he aaid he was not, he wis perhaps
irvin.' lo le.'.-ive" himself, i...t the attempt ru

-it 1.-ist onh partially suet.ful. Feu men in
his rn. umetancea can escape the daily stin^ that
Ihs tn comparing their unfortunate outward per¬
sonality with th- average eymntetry of the human
race Women seem t>> bsd deformity l.-ss, tin,,
men, or perhaps one only thinks ie beeamte they
bear it more i.r.ivel\ : ii is |,,,r I r<> say II Darwin
j- right, n,'-i are far men vain ni their appear-
ance than women; and lhere ar- many who bes.
lieve tl.it a woman'a peeaive courage la greater
than a man's Bb that ns it niav. thc particular
-nflenr wlw made Laura Carlyon'* B-tquaintanoe
at the ball wis in r.-iilitv as arueitiv.nan In
almost ali respects a* could be mc* erith anywhere
in ordinary life. When he discovered that hi*
was nrlnualy in love with Laura Carlyon, hla
ealetenoe changed suddenly, and fnr the worse,
as fat ii« hit eemforl ww econnrned

ii.« received the situation as calmly as he could,
when a fortnight ot more lu,,] paaaed ,,,, | i.. |l;l,i'
sen her a dooen times al her stepfather's house
sud In the world. One main fat! was now (jiiite
clear to him She wai not whit ls called popular
in society; sl> lind not even any Intimate friends
a« f,r bia own chanoeo ha did not like t.. think
af them Though only tho yoMmD** brother of a

P'i'i .rf hijrh rank, he was entitled lo elgee! a

large fortune fruin an uncle nu his nmther'i, sile,
who had never made ur.v secret nt his intentions
in rogica to hit propunj, «a4 Wmu- balun vyer

eighty years of age, could not be ggpeeled fo live

much longer in the ordinary couran af nature. At

present his andra! portion wag unite aulllcleot for

himself, hut he doubted whi-ther it won! I sullied*

for his needs if he married. That, however, was

of minor Importance. The*gnut fortune was oafc
and lc was an exceedingly -mod matcli from o

financial point cf -.jew. .Miss Carlyon was poor,

as h.- knew irom Ghialeri, and Ghlaleri hud very

probably fold her that Arden was rich, or would
Ire before lons. He refused tn believe that I .au r.l.

of her own free will, mlghl marry him for his

money: but lt was intolerable t-i think that lier

mother and stepfather mijrht try tu for-.*, her
Into the match from considerations <>f Inton*.
Ile was not just to the Princess of fierauo, but he

knew her v.-rv slightly as yet and hal na ni'-a-n

of forming a positive opinion.
In th.- mean time lie had lieeti introduced to

Donna Adele Savelli, wno had received him with

the greaten! warmth, protesting her love for th-*

English p'-eple and everything English, and en-

peclallv for her stepmother and stepsister. II"

hil also renewed his ac'|Uaint itu-e with young
v'a\e!li. whom he had known Bitchily durin? a tow

iin-r viiit to Rune and who now. he thought, met
him rather coldly. IL* atfi'ibif.-l Adele's gushing
manner to a desire to bring about a marring*, und

he did not il'te'llip* IO UCCOUM for I'.M Frail'esi'u's
stiffness; but he liked neither the one mantfeeta.
fi.;i uer the other, for both wounded him in diiier-

enl degi.s.
Above .ill otlu-r rlifllcultiea, the ore whieh was

mos' natural to his delicately organiied nature
u-~ i,!' ii p'mlv disinterested Lind. Ile fi-an-l

Int I.aura, xx',,,, evidently felt Ix.fl' pity .in! syn:-

pnthy for lum. should take the two together for
genuine love ami racritlcc lienelf iu a life which
would by and by become unbearable to ber. IL*

ould not brit s-e tliat at every meeting she _r,.w

mit' Interestwi tn his conversation, until when hs
:¦- (.;. --UT. sh-- scan "iv p ii i any attenll »n f" my

one ''I-*'' Such a friendship, if it could Lave ins u

i i' il friendship, might have muli. Arlen happy
. I h.ti.' as it li-;.-I: bit mi lila aide, ar least,

ti-.»liiii r ol the kimi was pus.iii1 il,, knew that
h.. was hopelessly in love, anl to pretend tim
eeeii'r.nv t.e 111" | f 'in ral pun. Ile giieared
.arth wonderful keei . the rllrection Lnura'a
h.-nt wis laking, and he Brie appalled by th?

i-i 'ii o' t'i misery which must spread over hor
.. hf.- if, after ihe had ra.-.rried him, alie

-lilli ii- rouisxl t" ih.- _ia' frith th if pity and
¦,. ii- I,..' ti,.- nine, though they lie so ncer

akin as te. lie tometimes mist:,ken one f.-r the
..tier.

*

ll- v.. 11; !,,. ith suffered and Le grew mon nmi

un i.- I'.-s-!,.-. it wei-!.i liave b- n a mtiafa*tion
te speik ..ii* a hundtedth part ot what he f.-lt tn

(itu-bri Hut he waa little given to making effon-

''''¦¦.' -. and <ihi-leri waa or snmed t" be tin- list

iii.ni t i invite then;. Tliey tn -t conetontly, bow*
ever, mid talked upon a'.' sorta .,t topirn.

cu.- il.iv (<!.:-!. i. ame t-> breakfast with Arden
in Ins ro'.ms af th." imf -I. looking mon weather-
'i. .'.'-i iiinii nsiial, for lie iras loidng the lan fr>:u

'is List expedition lu the south, Bn I tin-re" wen

.'..¦,1 black shadows nuder lils eves. Moreover, lie
in '.'i ah ir.:-::.bi"' bad hiller With ever) f hill ;

.uni with everybody except his friend. Arden

knew tL.it h.- never gambleed, and he also knew
the mnn w ir mm -h lo ci . s :t til" true CUUeSO of
t'i.. ilist'irluni .- I he':-- v. is s unething *> -ti ms the
in ,M'-r.

Tii-v sal down t" Imakfael and I.an Io talk
nf politle - an l ih.- wi allier, as old friends do when

tin v ri- iware ihii t i.'i ¦. is mm^thlng wron-t.
ll. Lu -i.e1. - l,ti.ii-h p.-ii-ctiv, with an almost
in |ciie-| ¦.iiii.e a.. "ut. :,s mani' Itallana iln nowa¬

days.
.' onie along with in-. Arden," he -aiel af hst.

.is t!if> i_11 losine patience with everything all at
m -1 "t ih go tn Paris er Tlmbuetoo. This

plaei ls ii"i lit t live in."
"What is tin* mutter with i*'.'" asked Arden,

in a tone iif amusement.
Tito in ittr-r willi....' P If is dull, lo begin with

s"'.ie icily, it is a perfect witches' caldron of acan*

elil Thirdly, ve .ne all as had .is we eau be.
Tlier" are Ihne points at least."

" My dear follow, I do imr see them in the same

light, Take some moro hock-."
.nh, you.you are amusing yonnelfl Thunk

vmi .I will.half a irl.-ss Of course you like

pome rou always did.you fonlgnera alwaya will.
\"i amuse youreelvee.that is it."

.| s,.,. you dancing every night as though you
Iillili it." o'-servid Arlen

" KO Ih'tlht "

(.hfaderi siiddenlv grew Ihouahtful and a dietanl
look citne iiifn Ins .-yes, while th- shadows seemed
t.i deepen under them till they were alntoet blade
lie hal eaten hardly anything, and now, ngard-
L-ss nf ti,,, fact thal the meal wa* not half over,

lc lu a cigarette and leaned Lack- [a hla chair us

t! ough he had tini-lu il.
" Von are not looking well, Arden." lie said at

last - Vmi must take care of yourself Take

my advice. We will go somewhere together for

:i <s.u| le of months "

" There ls nothing I should li'ce ItettCT, but not

|ue! ai iT.-s"iit. I will stay in Rome until the

weather i-' a little warmer."
Arden was not ju the Last eonecioufl lhat his

expression change! as he thought of ihe nanon

which kept him In the city mid which mlghl U»e>]>
him lmi!,' Bul (ihisl'-n. who had leen watcldng
for that particular hesitation of manner and fer

thal almost Imperceptible darkening of tho eves,

knew exactly what both meant

"Oh, very weil," he anewend in different Iv

-We can go later People always invent absurd
st eii.s if one gees away iu the middle of the sea-

s'Mi without tiny apparent object."
The remark was a little les* than general, and

Arden was at once confirm.s| in hi-* BUOpieioO that

something unpleasant inri happened in ChfaderPs
lr fe. most probably iu connection with the CoatCOOa
dell* Anni His friend was in such a aavage hu.
u'it thal he mlghl aim.-st become communicative
Arden was a very k.-eii-siuhted man an I not with.
out tact, and he though! the opportunity a pond
(.ne for approaching .1 subject whtoh hudfting been
in his mind Hut he had been in earnest when
le loni told Lanni that ha knew Ohlslerl'a char¬
acter to be what he called etompUented, and he
was aware that Pietro's Intelligence was even

more penetrating than lils own lie was there¬
fore very caution-*

" Voil ray tint Home is such a greet place for

gooalp," he began, In answer te QhialerTi last oh-
nrvatlon. "I anpfaae yr,-i know it by experl*
cine, but 1 cannot suy that we strangers hear
much of it."

" Perhaps not." udinittrd (Hitslerl. ratlicr ab
S(»ntlv

"Ko, we do not hear inurli scandal For in¬
stance. 1 ga rather often to tho (Jennee*. I do
not remember to have heard them a Bingle spiteful
story, except, petkapo." Arden stopped cautiously

Pred-Hy." said Pietro, "th,, exceptions ure

rare in tlmt house. Hut then, the Prime is H.n.
.rally away, and both thc Princess and her (laugh-
tar are LagUaL, and especially nice people *

Arden helped himself to something that _»
to be near him, red glanced at bia eomra^w,
rather impenetrable face. He knew tlutattl-
present moment the latter waa perfectly ab
tn what lie said, but he knew also that gSSE
spoke of most people in very much the same toa*
lt was something which Ardon could never outi
understand.

Tm*

"Do you think." he began presently, "thati
fact of their heirn? English has anything to do
.Mies Cai lyon's unpopularity hggaf"

" My denr fellow, hov/ should I knowf"
Ghialeri with something almost like a laugh"

" Yo i do know, of course. I wish you wmL,
tell mo. As an Englishman the mother inttreau
me"
"From the point of view of our International

relations, I gga, collecting information for aa arti.
ela in the Nineteenth Century, or else your brotW
is goins to speak on the rubject in tli« Lank.
What do you think about the matter yourself?
If I eau put you right, I will."
"What an extraordinary man you kt*'.9 an.

claimed Arden. ¦ You always insist upon tani*.
lag ono Quenden by another "

" It niven one time to think," retorted Ghislerl
"Thin cigarettes are distinctly bad; give the es*
ot yours, "please. I never can understand why th*
government monopoly here should exist, and If n
dees why they should not. (riv us Ruseum--."
"My dear Oliisleri," said Arden, ioterro-ptlrj,

him, " we were talking about the Princess fi.*.n «

"Wero we' Oh, yea, and Miss Carlyon, tae,
I remember. Do you like them?"
"Very munh; and I think every one »ho*_j

Thnt is the reason why I am surprise that Uki
Carlyon should not receive mii^h more ittentiog
than slio do»s. I fancy ir ls because she ls Bm.
lish. Po you think I am rightf

"Kn," said (ihisleri, slowly, nt last answering
the direct queotion. " I do ru>t think you rare."

"Then What in the world is tiie reason' Tha
fact is clear enough. She knows it herself."

" Probably some absurd bit .if gossip. Win
careef I am aorry for her, though."

- How can tliere be any scandal about a young
girl of h"r Bge?" ;i*>k"d Arden, incredulously.

-In this pince you eui sturt a st irv about a

baby a year nld," BMWered (ihisleri. "It will Tm
tomeaahered, repeated, and properly adorned, snd
will ultimately ruin the Innoecni woman whea
sile la groom up. Nobody seems f. care for ("hron-l
ology he>e e-aoacbrouiam in u much more con¬

venient."
"Why are#y.ni si abaurdly leliccnt with me,

<;hi-|cii:'" asked Arlen, with som,, iinpatienee.
" Voil talk as though we had not known each other
ten yeera."

"<»n the contrary," answered Pietro, "if we

w.T" acquaintances of yesterday, I would mt talk
a! till That N jus! the difference. As it i«, nnd
ill-can-** we ur" rather unod friends, I t.-ll von what
I I.eli.'V" fi, be the tntth. I believe.well, 1 will
allow thal I know, tl..it tn.-r* i" a story about
Mian Carlyoa, which .- commonly credited, and

which is a edoemrighl He. I will nm HI yoa

what it is. It doea not, strictly nankins, afT-tt

ln-r teputati i. but it hu made her unpopular.
since you nave us d that word Aik any of tl**

gosaipe, if you 'ire. enough.I Bm imi cuing to

repeat other people's lies."
Arden wu-- -il.-n*. un 1 his long whit.* linders

played uneasily upon tbe e*dge ef the tahle. It
had been b hard matter to extract the information,
but such BB it wa- he ki.r-w that it was absolutely
reliable. When Ghislerl -poke af all about snob

things, he speke the truth, and when he said that
he would positively say nu mote, his decision wm

always tina!. Arden had diecoveted tliat in the

carly dav of thur acquaintance. Perhaps Pietro
went to abs ir 1 lengths in flii" direction, anl tliere

were poople who called it aff.eetatlsa and m»de
him out to be even a atone nun than he wea,

bu! his friend knew that it was pennine in its

way. Ile w i-i all the moro di«t irbed by what

be had boord, and it was a long time before ha

spoke again.
'Ihi-l.-ii snioke.l in silence snd drank three caps

of coffee while Arden was drinking one. He looked
Bl thal finn* like g man who was living upon his
am eas, so to say, instead of upon proper nourish¬
ment.

\u hour later the two men went out together,
Ar.l.-ii taking Pietro with him in his carriage. The
air was bright an i k"eti and the afternoon Bun-

Ugh! waa already turning yellow arith the gold sf

the (. nun,' evening. The carriage was momen-

tarlly bloched ut the corner of tho Pmcio near tha

entrance, by one that was turning out of the en¬

cl.,- :re opposite tiie band stand. Il chanced to

be the Princess of Oerano'a landan, nnd che and
h.-r daughter were seated m it. doest? wrapped ia

their furs, ft eras Arden's vtetcriu that had te

pull up tn 1-t the Princess drive arr .ss. and hy 0

coincidence the Savelll couple arere in the oae

which hers would have to fellow iii the descending
line after crossing the road.

Eranoonee Savin bowed. Broiled, and waved hie
hat, evidently ti Laura rather than to ln-r mother.
With a rather for.I mlle A l-l slowly hent her
head. Arden boumd at the same moment, and
looked from one rarrinee te the other. Ubisisa
fe lliewe. I hi-example, ami there wa- the very laint-
est expression of amusement "ii his hoe wnw
Arden nf ootirao could not see. A number ol nm

on loot lined the si'le of the road (dose to the

carriage.
l'.-ople always come back to their lirst loves!

said i low v.,i.e a! Arden's ribow,
lb- turii'-d quickly una saw several men aaNb

ing the Sevellls aoroaa his victoria. Ho knew now*

of them, and it was lmpitrri'*'it u> goons which hid
-poken. Ghialeri. being on the ri^lit si.n-. as Ar¬

den's guest, could not have heard tho warm Har-

lng just noticed flo- rather striking coutraet )>*¦
n-> "cu Eratic *.sco Kevelll's demonstrative ^n-etioj
and his wife's almost indifferent nod. lt naturally
struck the Englishman that tho remark lie had
overheard might r-'fer t" the person he was him¬
self watehlhg at that very moment. Donna Ade*
Savellis expression mlghl very well be taken tot

one of icalmisly, but lier husband's behavior ws»

assuredly too marked for aaytldng more than
fiieml-hin. Arden coupled the words with the
tacts and eoneluded that he bad discorewd *».

story of which tjhisleri had spoken. Franoesos
Kavelli was sold to be in love with l«aura rarlyoB.
That was evidently the .zossfp: but he had teen

Laura's turu, too, and it wan grille plain that ans

was wholly Indifferent On the whole, though the

tale reflected little credit on Savelli, it was net

ut all clear why it should make Laura unpopular,
unless people said that she encouraged the man,

which they probably did, thought Tord Har¬
bert Arden, Wno was a man of the world.
The mure he c.mst.!.-re<| the matter the mete

convinced he became that he was right) and the

conviction was on the whole a relief. *'*_!*i
Ins u uneasy for sometime, and (ihisleri's guarderj
words bad not satisfied him: chance, however, had
done what <Jh;slcri would not do, and th" mystery
was sol\ed. The Princess of O-rnno was at hon*
that evening, and Arden of course went to w*

palace early, and was the last ta leave.
I hn-e timers between halt-past ten and half-pU*

Iwo o'clock Laura and he installed themsel-.es mm
by side at some distance from the drawiiu-rootB.
and eu-h time their conversation lasted ovetssu
an hour. It wan pot a set ball, but one 0'_*f
regular weekly informal dunces of tobiah w*w
Hre ho many in Rome during ethe season Ths.lW
Interruption ef Arden's talk ap|s*ared in the shsje
of Don Francesco Savelli, who asked Laura for*
torn. Oddly enough aha glanced at Lord _*.
bert's fa.-,, before aooepting, and the a.-ticc eta

a stiaii'.o thrill to hla Mart. He struggWAS
feed as she ros.* tn go away with Sav.-Ili. ano J£J
Mink huck a.'ain and unwilled Boms tin" _*.
he was, absently witching the people wk°.'>*fhi
His face was very pal-* .md weary now t'1*Vw«
nxoltement of conversation had suhsldsdi *?'_,.-
felt that if he was not positively ill. he wa* MSm

tHa little sfrenatli he had willi every day »"**

passed. Late hours, heated rooms, and '7_jH
emotions were not tho bent tonics for ¦..PB
ihysleal nrgantxatton, and he knew it. *LaJ

tl
".in to j»ii o-i ig|% at <|iiiaiiiitii:> .-, neut ***** k»" *-¦;

ind perhaps too tired to falk lom: with indine

he mide an elfort, «»t up and iiiomsI .nant*'
cr. wd. exchanging a few toorde now and two

with a passing acquaintance, bm too sn_}S___
and perhaps too tired to talk long with BJmVMmm
people ||., nodded us (ihisleri passed him Mm

the Conteasa dell' Amii on his arm. and he »[.""»",?
there was a bad light in Ins friend's eyes, thougn
Pietra was looking better than In the afternooD-
The two Iud evidently been dancing tojetha, nt

the Contesaa's white neck heaved a little, ^tuoug"
she were still out of breath. She was a sn«r»j
slight woman of exquisite figure, very 'air',*[vJ!
deep violet eyes and sm ill, elassh features. *lt»7J
hard in their regularity; evidently ."JP* Z_\
dominant In character. Arden watched the pam

tm they wren! on ia search or a vacant sofa ju»»

lue enough for two. . .
Tliey had scarcely sat down nnd he could tmm

thot i.hisl.-rl was beginning to mik, when ams-

lase li,niich" appeared and stool still »>«-tTo«*<* T«\f.*
To Arden's surprise the ContCSSB welcomed nim

with a bright smile and pointed to a chair at ow

side of the sofa. Anastuee (Jouache WWjMSSm
bruted piititer who had married a Roman ¦W .!

high birth, and was a verv agreeable man, »«1

Arden had not expected that he would bsiW"

sp rsadliy tg iatt-rrgptw ptOBUlM . ttBltmrnmu


